To:

Texas Workers’ Compensation System Participants

From: Kara Mace, Deputy Commissioner, Legal Services
Date: August 23, 2022
RE:

Opportunity to Review and Comment on Designated Doctor Billing and
Reimbursement Rules

The Texas Department of Insurance, Division of Workers’ Compensation (DWC) informally
proposes amendments to 28 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 133, General
Medical Provisions and 28 TAC Chapter 134, Benefits--Guidelines for Medical Services,
Charges, and Payments to improve the designated doctor (DD) program. Also posted with
these amendments are billing examples that illustrate the proposed changes.
DWC staff evaluated the DD program and identified several possible areas of
improvement, including:
• clarifying billing requirements;
• updating reimbursement amounts for services; and
• reducing administrative burdens.
This first informal proposal details changes to billing methodology. DWC will informally
propose changes to reimbursement rates in the next informal proposal.
To implement these improvements, DWC must adopt rules. We held a stakeholder
presentation in March 2022 to discuss specific possible changes to the billing
methodology for DD exams and possible changes to DD exam reimbursement rates.
The informal proposal also includes corresponding changes to billing for required
medical examinations, and maximum medical improvement and impairment rating
exams for treating doctor and referral doctors. DWC is also posting examples of several
billing scenarios to show the current and proposed changes to the billing methodology
for DD exams.
DWC will host a stakeholder presentation on the amendments to Chapters 133 and 134
on Thursday, September 8, 2022, at 1:30 p.m., Central time, to discuss updated
amendments to rule language and feedback from system participants on the first informal
proposal.

We are requesting comments on the rule text. Email your comments to
RuleComments@tdi.texas.gov. Include “Chapters 133 and 134 Informal Posting” in the
subject line. We must receive your written comments by 5 p.m., Central time, on Friday,
September 23, 2022. You may also mail or deliver your comments to:
Legal Services, MC-LS
Texas Department of Insurance, Division of Workers' Compensation
PO Box 12050
Austin, Texas 78711

