
Texas State Disaster Coalition 
10/16/2014 Meeting Notes 

 
Melissa Hield welcomed the group and reviewed the antitrust statement.   
 
Texas climate update: Scott Helmcamp gave a Texas climate update. There are no tropical 
systems threatening Texas, as this quiet hurricane season winds down. Drought conditions have 
eased considerably in Texas, with less than 11 percent of the state now experiencing extreme or 
exceptional drought.  Development of an El Niño remains a high probability during the next few 
months. The Texas outlook for the coming quarter is for somewhat below-normal temperatures 
and somewhat above-normal precipitation. 
 
State Critical Infrastructure Catastrophe planning: Jack Evins provided an update on the 
Financial Services Sector Work Group’s efforts to improve critical infrastructure protection. The 
Department of Banking (DOB), which co-chairs the Work Group with TDI, hosted a banking-
centered workshop in August to discuss potential threats to the payment system, which included 
a presentation by representatives of the Federal Reserve. Like the insurance subsector, the 
banking subsector has such a variety of geographically dispersed providers, and even if several 
major players’ operations were interrupted, the payment system in general could still operate on 
a near-normal basis. The principal threats would be large-scale power or communications 
failures. TDI and DOB will plan next steps for moving the critical infrastructure initiatives 
forward. 
 
Watching Ebola developments: TDI is participating in daily Texas Division of Emergency 
Management (TDEM) conference calls regarding the in-state Ebola infections. TDI Division of 
Workers’ Compensation (DWC) staff are monitoring for any implications relating to workers’ 
compensation or disability insurance claims. DWC staff have also attended planning meetings at 
TDEM’s State Operations Center. TSDC members may wish to monitor TDEM’s daily situation 
reports, posted to http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem/, for additional details. The State Operations 
Centers provides these links for more information: 
 
 Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) 

 News releases and sign up for email updates - 
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/news/releases.shtm  

 Twitter (@TexasDSHS) - https://twitter.com/TexasDSHS  
 

 Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) 
 News releases and sign up for email updates - 

http://www.hhsc.state.tx.us/news/release.shtml  
  

 Office of the Governor Rick Perry 
 Ebola updates - http://governor.state.tx.us/highlight/ebola-update/  
 Press releases - http://governor.state.tx.us/news/press-release/  
 Twitter (@TexGov) - https://twitter.com/TexGov  

 
  



 Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
 Ebola home page - http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/index.html  
 Email alerts sign up - http://www.cdc.gov/other/emailupdates/  
 Newsroom - http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html  
 Twitter (@CDCgov) - https://twitter.com/CDCgov and (@CDCemergency) - 

https://twitter.com/CDCemergency  
 
NAIC conference on increasing catastrophe volatility: Jack attended a symposium sponsored 
by the National Association of Insurance Commissioners’ Center for Insurance Policy and 
Research (CIPR) about “Implications for Increasing Catastrophe Volatility on Insurers and 
Consumers.” The symposium’s topics included issues such as trends in homeowner insurance 
claim frequency and severity, use of catastrophe models, incentives for mitigation, 
institutionalizing mediation programs, and emerging risks. The CIPR plans to post the session 
presentations on their website soon, at http://www.naic.org/cipr_events.htm. 
 
Next meeting: January 15, 2015, at 1:30 p.m. Central time via conference call.  TDI will send a 
reminder to TSDC in advance of the meeting. 
 
2015 quarterly meeting schedule: 

 January 15 
 April 16 
 July 16 
 October 15 

 


