Proposed Fiscal Year 2008 Research Agenda for the Texas Department of Insurance Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group

Labor Code §405.0026 requires the Commissioner of Insurance to adopt an annual research agenda for the Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group (REG) at the Texas Department of Insurance (Department).  Labor Code §405.0026 also requires the Department to publish a proposed research agenda in the Texas Register for public review and comment and the Commissioner of Insurance to hold a public hearing on the proposed research agenda if requested by a member of the public.

In prior years, the REG utilized a set of criteria, including the availability of data and the applicability of research findings to multiple stakeholder groups to evaluate research project suggestions from system stakeholders and legislative offices.  Given the number of legislatively-mandated research projects that must be completed in 2008 and the REG’s available resources, the REG proposes the following set of projects for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 Research Agenda:
1.  Completion and publication of the second edition of Workers’ Compensation Health Care Network Report Card (required under Insurance Code §1305.502 and Labor Code §405.0025); report due in September 2008.
2.  An analysis to assess the impact of certified workers’ compensation health care networks on both the cost and the quality of medical care provided to injured workers, including a comparison of medical care provided prior to and after the implementation of networks, as well as a comparison of medical care provided to injured workers in and outside of networks (required by Labor Code §405.0025(c)); report due on December 1, 2008.
3.  Continuing examination of the frequency of Workers’ Compensation claims for both employers and employees participating in networks.
4.  An annual update of return-to-work outcomes for injured workers using data from the Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) (Sunset Advisory Commission Management Recommendation).
5.  An update of the 2006 study to estimate employer participation in the Texas workers’ compensation system (required by Insurance Code Article 5.55(e) and Labor Code §405.0025); report due on December 1, 2008.
6.  An update of the FY 2007 analysis of the frequency, type, and outcome of peer reviews performed on behalf of insurance carriers using the results of the Department’s Division of Workers’ Compensation’s peer review data call (to assess the impact of HB 1006 and HB 2004, 80th Legislature).
7.  Assisting the Department’s Division of Workers’ Compensation with data analysis support for the development of a closed pharmaceutical formulary and fee guideline required under Labor Code §408.028(b) and (f).

8.  Assisting the Department’s Division of Workers’ Compensation with an examination whether injured employees have reasonable access to surgically implanted, inserted, or otherwise applied devices or tissues and investigate whether reimbursement rates or any other barriers exist that reduce the ability of an injured employee to access those medical needs (required by Labor Code §413.011(i)).
9.  Assisting the State Office of Risk Management (SORM) with its efforts to:


a.  collect and analyze data from each state agency regarding lost time, including sick and annual leave used by an injured employee (required by Labor Code §412.0126); and


b.  analyze options to prepare state agencies for catastrophic claims, including a study of whether the state should establish a state employee workers’ compensation catastrophe fund outside of the state treasury and/or purchase catastrophe reinsurance (required by Labor Code §412.0129); report due to the Legislature on September 1, 2008).

10.  An analysis of the adequacy of income benefits paid to injured workers as a result of their work-related injuries.

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT OR PUBLIC HEARING.  To be considered, written comments on the proposed FY 2008 Research Agenda must be submitted no later than 5:00 p.m. on February 25, 2008, to Gene C. Jarmon, General Counsel and Chief Clerk, Mail Code 113-2A, Texas Department of Insurance, P.O. Box 149104, Austin, Texas 78714-9104.  An additional copy of the comments must be simultaneously submitted to Amy Lee, Director, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, Mail Code 105-2A, Texas Department of Insurance, P.O. Box 149104, Austin, Texas 78714-9104.  Any request for a public hearing should be submitted separately to the Office of the Chief Clerk before the close of the public comment period.  If a hearing is held, written and oral comments presented at the hearing will be considered.  For questions regarding the proposed agenda please contact Amy Lee at wcresearch@tdi.state.tx.us.
PAGE  
2

