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Data Sources

 Quarterly wage data for the years 2004-2009 from the 
Texas Workforce Commission

 Medical billing data for injury years 2004-2009 collected 
by the Texas Department of Insurance, Division of 
Workers’ Compensation

 Injured worker’s income benefit and claim data for injury 
years 2004-2009 collected by the Texas Department of 
Insurance, Division of Workers’ Compensation
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Return-to-Work Measures

Initial Return-to-Work (RTW)
 The percent of injured workers back at work for the first time after the injury. 

That figure was computed at five milestones after the work-related injury 
(six months, one year, one and a half years, two years, and three years). 

Sustained RTW
 The percent of injured workers who returned and stayed employed for three 

or more consecutive quarters after the work-related injury. That figure was 
also computed at 5 milestones after the injury (six months, one year, one 
and a half years, two years, and three years). 

Median Number of Days Off Work
 Median number of days off work is calculated using the date of injury, the 

dates when income benefits began and ended, and quarterly wage data. 
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Methods
 The study population consists of workers injured between 2004 and 2009 

who received Temporary Income Benefits (TIBs) as a result of their work-
related injury.

 Temporary Total Disability. An injured worker (IW) is classified as having 
a Temporary Total Disability (TTD) if TIBs received were greater than or 
equal to 70 percent of the injured worker’s average weekly wage.

 Temporary Partial Disability. An injured worker is classified as having a 
Temporary Partial Disability (TPD) if TIBs benefits paid to the injured worker 
are less than 70 percent of the injured worker’s average weekly wage.

TTD is required to compute the RTW date for injured workers who have 
sustained a TTD.
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Methods (continued)

 If there are wages in the quarter that TTD benefits end, then the actual date that 
benefits ended is considered the RTW. 

 If there are no wages in the quarter that TTD benefits end, then the next quarter 
with wages is considered the RTW quarter. The midpoint of that quarter is used to 
estimate the RTW date.

 If an injured worker had earnings in the quarter after the injury, and had wages in 
the first and second quarters after the injury, then the first quarter with earnings 
is considered the RTW quarter. The midpoint of that quarter is used to estimate 
RTW date.

 If an injured worker had earnings in the quarter after injury, but did not have two 
consecutive quarters of wages, the next quarter with wages is considered the 
RTW quarter. The midpoint of that quarter is used to estimate the RTW date.

 The number of days off work is the number of days between the injury date and 
the return-to-work date.

Note1: The methods described here were based on previous research conducted by the RAND Institute. See: Reville, Robert T., Leslie 
Boden, Jeff Biddle, Christopher Mardesich. “An Evaluation of New Mexico Workers’ Compensation Permanent Partial Disability and Return-
To-Work.” Santa Monica, CA: RAND, 2001. 

Note 2: Injured workers begin to accrue TIBs on the eighth day of disability. See Sections 408.101-408.105, Texas Labor Code.



7

of Injured Workers in the Texas Worker’s 

Compensation System

as of December 2009



8

Initial Return-to-Work (continued)

Percent of IWs Back At Work for the First Time, Regardless of Employer, 6 Months to 3 Years 

Post-Injury, Injury Years 2004-2009

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010  

Note 1. The study population includes 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received Temporary Income Benefits (TIBs). 

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. Injury Year 2009 includes injuries that occurred in the first quarter of 2009.
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Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010  

Note 1. The study population includes 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits (TIBs). 

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. Injury Year 2009 includes injuries that occurred in the first quarter of 2009.

Injury 

Year

Within 6 Months 

Post-Injury 

Within 1 Year 

Post-Injury 

Within 1.5 Years 

Post-Injury

Within 2 Years 

Post-Injury

Within 3 years 

Post-Injury

2004 74% 83% 86% 88% 93%

2005 75% 84% 87% 88% 93%

2006 75% 86% 90% 92% 94%

2007 76% 87% 91% 93%

2008 78% 88% 94%

2009 80%

Data Table used to create the Graphic Percent of Injured Workers Back At Work for the First Time, 

6 Months to 3 Years Post-Injury, Injury Years 2004-2009

Initial Return-to-Work (continued)
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Initial Return-to-Work (continued)

Percent of Injured Workers Back at Work for the First Time, 

6 Months Post-Injury, by Benefit Level

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note 1. The study population is a subset of 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits (TIBs).

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. SIBs Injuries from years 2007 and 2008 are excluded due to insufficient data.
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Initial Return-to-Work (continued)

Percent of Injured Workers Back At Work at their Pre-Injury Employer for the First Time, 

6 Months to 3 Years Post-Injury, Injury Years 2004-2009

Injury 

Year

Within 6 Months 

Post-Injury 

Within 1 Year 

Post-Injury 

Within 1.5 Years 

Post-Injury

Within 2 Years 

Post-Injury

Within 3 years 

Post-Injury

2004 63% 67% 68% 69% 69%

2005 63% 67% 67% 68% 70%

2006 64% 71% 73% 74% 76%

2007 65% 72% 74% 75%

2008 68% 75%

2009 73%
Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010  

Note 1. The study population includes 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits (TIBs). 

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. Injury Year 2009 includes injuries that occurred in the first quarter of 2009.
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Percent of Injured Workers Back At Work for the First Time by Injury Type, 

1 to 3 Years Post-Injury, Injury Years 2004-2008

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.  

Note 1. The study population is a subset of 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits (TIBs). 

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. The third year of 2007, and the second and third years of 2008, and Injury year 2009 are excluded due to insufficient data.

Injury Type

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

1 Year 

Post-

Injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

Injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

Injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

Injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

Injury
Ankle-Foot Soft Tissue 88% 92% 93% 89% 91% 92% 91% 94% 93% 88% 96% 92%
Hand-Wrist Nerve Comp. 86% 92% 95% 87% 91% 93% 84% 94% 81% 86% 96% 85%
Hand-Wrist Superficial 88% 92% 95% 88% 88% 89% 92% 95% 94% 88% 97% 93%
Hand/Wrist Soft Tissue 87% 92% 95% 86% 92% 93% 89% 94% 91% 87% 96% 92%
Knee Int. Derangement 86% 90% 93% 89% 93% 94% 90% 95% 89% 86% 95% 89%
Low-Back Nerve Comp. 68% 78% 85% 70% 82% 87% 76% 84% 78% 68% 85% 79%
Low-Back Soft Tissue 79% 86% 90% 81% 88% 91% 86% 91% 87% 79% 92% 87%
Multiple Soft Tissue 82% 88% 90% 87% 91% 92% 92% 95% 88% 82% 94% 89%
Neck Soft Tissue 78% 85% 89% 79% 88% 90% 82% 89% 85% 78% 92% 85%
Other 67% 86% 90% 83% 88% 90% 87% 92% 88% 67% 93% 89%
Shoulder Soft Tissue 85% 90% 93% 86% 91% 93% 86% 93% 87% 85% 94% 87%

Initial Return-to-Work (continued)
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Percent of Injured Workers Back At Work for the First Time, by Region, 1 to 3 

Years Post-Injury, Injury Years 2004-2008

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.  

Note 1. The study population is a subset of 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits (TIBs). 

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. The third year of 2007, and the second and third years of 2008, and Injury year 2009 are excluded due to insufficient data.

Region

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

North 84% 90% 94% 87% 93% 94% 87% 92% 95% 88% 93% 89%

South 82% 87% 93% 86% 91% 93% 86% 91% 95% 87% 94% 90%

East 82% 88% 93% 86% 91% 93% 86% 92% 94% 86% 92% 87%

West 82% 88% 94% 83% 91% 94% 86% 92% 93% 86% 92% 87%

Central 85% 90% 95% 89% 93% 95% 88% 93% 93% 90% 93% 87%

Initial Return-to-Work (continued)
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Percent of Injured Workers Back At Work by Industry for the First Time, 1 to 3 Years Post-Injury, Injury Years 2004-2008

Two-digit NAICS Code

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
1 Year 

Post-

Injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

Injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

Injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

Injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

Injury

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, and Hunting 83% 88% 90% 82% 90% 92% 83% 93% 94% 85% 85% 87%

Mining 85% 92% 95% 83% 90% 92% 87% 93% 93% 86% 86% 86%

Utilities 94% 98% 99% 94% 98% 100% 94% 96% 97% 97% 96% 95%

Construction 79% 88% 91% 82% 89% 92% 83% 90% 94% 84% 83% 84%

Manufacturing 90% 96% 97% 90% 95% 97% 92% 96% 97% 92% 91% 92%

Wholesale Trade 89% 95% 97% 91% 94% 96% 90% 95% 96% 93% 92% 93%

Retail Trade 90% 95% 97% 89% 94% 96% 90% 95% 97% 92% 91% 92%

Transportation and Warehousing 93% 97% 98% 93% 97% 98% 93% 96% 98% 93% 93% 92%

Information 94% 98% 99% 95% 97% 98% 92% 97% 98% 96% 96% 93%

Finance and Insurance 93% 97% 99% 91% 96% 98% 92% 97% 98% 96% 95% 93%

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 85% 92% 95% 88% 93% 94% 87% 93% 96% 89% 88% 89%

Professional, Scientific, and Tech. Services 85% 92% 95% 87% 91% 93% 87% 93% 96% 90% 90% 88%

Management of Companies and Enterprises 98% 98% 98% 93% 97% 100% 83% 92% 100% 96% 93% 96%

Admin., Support, Waste Mgt, Remed. Svces. 82% 91% 94% 82% 89% 92% 83% 91% 94% 85% 84% 84%

Educational Services 94% 97% 98% 95% 98% 98% 94% 98% 98% 95% 94% 95%

Health Care and Social Assistance 92% 96% 98% 92% 96% 97% 93% 97% 97% 94% 93% 93%

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 90% 95% 97% 88% 94% 94% 89% 95% 99% 89% 88% 89%

Accommodation and Food Services 88% 94% 96% 89% 93% 94% 90% 95% 97% 92% 90% 89%

Other Services (except Public Admin.) 88% 94% 96% 87% 91% 95% 87% 93% 95% 91% 91% 89%

Public Administration 94% 98% 99% 95% 98% 99% 96% 99% 99% 96% 96% 97%

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.  

Note 1. The study population is a subset of 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits (TIBs). 

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. The third year of 2007, and the second and third years of 2008, and Injury year 2009 are excluded due to insufficient data.

Initial Return-to-Work (continued)
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Percent of Injured Workers Back At Work for the First Time by Employer Size, 

1 to 3 Years Post-Injury, Injury Years 2004-2008

Employer Size

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

1 to 4 employees 74% 83% 87% 80% 88% 91% 74% 84% 96% 80% 94% 89%

5 to 9 employees 78% 85% 90% 81% 89% 93% 83% 90% 97% 81% 96% 92%

10 to 49 employees 85% 92% 94% 87% 92% 94% 87% 92% 98% 87% 96% 94%

50 to 99 employees 87% 94% 96% 88% 94% 96% 88% 94% 99% 88% 99% 98%

100 to 499 employees 88% 94% 96% 90% 95% 96% 89% 94% 99% 90% 99% 96%

500 or more employees 92% 97% 98% 92% 97% 98% 92% 96% 97% 92% 95% 91%

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note 1. 2008 one year post-injury percentages are based on incomplete employer size information.  Those results are expected to stabilize when the next return-to-work project 

is completed during FY 2011. 

Note 2. The study population is a subset of 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits (TIBs). 

Note 3. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 4. The third year of 2007, and the second and third years of 2008, and Injury year 2009 are excluded due to insufficient data.

Initial Return-to-Work (continued)
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Sustained Return-to-Work (continued)

Percent of Injured Workers Back At Work and remaining employed for 3 Consecutive 

quarters, 6 Months to 3 Years Post-Injury, Injury Years 2004-2008

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note 1. The study population is a subset of 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income 

benefits (TIBs).

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. The third year of 2007, one point five, years, second, year, and third years of 2008, and Injury year 2009 are 

excluded due to insufficient data.
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Data used to create the Graphic of Percent of Injured Workers Back At Work and remaining 
employed for 3 Consecutive quarters, 6 Months to 3 Years Post-Injury, Injury Years 2004-2008

Injury 

Year

Within 6 Months 

Post-Injury 

Within 1 Year 

Post-Injury 

Within 1.5 Years 

Post-Injury

Within 2 Years 

Post-Injury

Within 3 years 

Post-Injury

2004 66% 73% 78% 80% 84%

2005 68% 76% 80% 83% 85%

2006 70% 77% 81% 83% 86%

2007 71% 77% 81% 84%

2008 71% 77%

Sustained Return-to-Work (continued)

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note 1. The study population is a subset of 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits (TIBs).

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. The third year of 2007, one point five,, second, and third year of 2008, and Injury year 2009 are excluded due to insufficient data.
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Percent of Injured Workers Back At Work For 3 Consecutive Quarters and Earning Wages 

Equal to or More Than Their Pre-injury Wages, Months to 3 Years Post-Injury, Injury Years 

2004-2008

Sustained Return-to-Work (continued)

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note 1. The study population is a subset of 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits (TIBs).

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. The third year of 2007, one point five,, second, and third year of 2008, and Injury year 2009 are excluded due to insufficient data.

Injury 

Year

Within 6 Months 

Post-Injury 

Within 1 Year 

Post-Injury 

Within 1.5 Years 

Post-Injury

Within 2 Years 

Post-Injury

Within 3 years 

Post-Injury

2004 48% 61% 68% 72% 76%

2005 47% 60% 67% 71% 76%

2006 47% 61% 67% 71% 75%

2007 48% 61% 67% 71%

2008 46%
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Percent of Injured Workers Back at Work for 3 Consecutive Quarters by Injury, 1 to 3 Years Post-

Injury, Injury Years 2004-2008

Two-Digit NAICS code

Injury Year

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

Ankle/Foot Soft Tissue 65% 84% 88% 83% 88% 91% 83% 88% 90% 90% 85% 82%

Hand/Wrist Nerve Comp. 69% 82% 85% 80% 86% 88% 82% 87% 87% 89% 81% 80%

Hand/Wrist Superficial 60% 82% 88% 82% 87% 89% 85% 90% 91% 90% 85% 85%

Hand/Wrist Soft Tissue 66% 82% 86% 80% 86% 88% 82% 88% 91% 90% 83% 82%

KNEE Int. Derangement 69% 83% 87% 82% 88% 90% 83% 89% 91% 87% 82% 82%

Low Back Nerve Compression 46% 63% 69% 57% 68% 73% 59% 69% 74% 72% 62% 62%

Low Back Soft Tissue 52% 70% 76% 72% 80% 83% 75% 82% 86% 81% 74% 74%

Multiple Soft Tissue 60% 77% 83% 80% 87% 91% 84% 89% 91% 84% 78% 80%

NECK Soft Tissue 55% 71% 76% 70% 79% 82% 70% 78% 80% 80% 70% 71%

Other 58% 76% 80% 76% 83% 85% 78% 84% 86% 84% 78% 78%

Shoulder Soft Tissue 64% 79% 83% 78% 85% 88% 78% 85% 88% 86% 77% 77%

Unknown 70% 86% 88% 78% 83% 84% 75% 79% 82% 79% 73% 75%

Sustained Return-to-Work (continued)

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note 1. The study population is a subset of 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits (TIBs).

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. The third year of 2007, the second, and third years of 2008, and Injury year 2009 are excluded due to insufficient data.
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Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.  

Note 1. The study population is a subset of 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits (TIBs). 

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. The third year of 2007, the second and third years of 2008, and Injury year 2009 are excluded due to insufficient data.

Note 4. Region is based on the field office of the injured worker. “West” Texas includes El Paso, Midland-Odessa, and San Angelo. “South” Texas includes Corpus Christi, 

Galveston, Houston, Harlingen, Laredo, San Antonio, Victoria, Missouri City, and Weslaco. “Central” Texas includes Austin, Bryan/College Station, and Waco. “East” Texas 

includes Beaumont, Lufkin, and Tyler. North includes Abilene, Amarillo, Dallas, Denton, Fort Worth, Lubbock, and Wichita Falls. 

Percent of Injured Workers Back at Work for 3 Consecutive Quarters by Region,

1 Year to 3 Years Post-Injury, Injury Years 2004-2008

Region

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

1 Year 

Post-

Injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

Injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

Injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

Injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

Injury

North 64% 81% 85% 77% 84% 87% 79% 85% 88% 78% 85% 79%

Central 68% 83% 87% 79% 84% 87% 80% 85% 88% 79% 84% 79%

East 64% 79% 83% 74% 81% 84% 76% 82% 84% 73% 82% 75%

South 63% 79% 83% 74% 81% 84% 76% 82% 85% 77% 84% 77%

West 65% 81% 84% 76% 83% 86% 78% 84% 86% 77% 85% 76%

Sustained Return-to-Work (continued)
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Percent of Injured Workers Back at Work for 3 Consecutive Quarters by Industry, 

1 to 3 Years Post-Injury, Injury Years 2004-2008

Sustained Return-to-Work (continued)

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note 1. The study population is a subset of 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits (TIBs).

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. The third year of 2007, the second, and third years of 2008, and Injury year 2009 are excluded due to insufficient data.

Two-Digit NAICS code

Injury Year

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, and Hunting 73% 79% 82% 67% 76% 78% 73% 80% 78% 70% 82% 69%

Mining 72% 80% 85% 71% 79% 82% 75% 82% 86% 73% 82% 69%

Utilities 89% 92% 93% 90% 93% 95% 89% 91% 93% 92% 95% 92%

Construction 66% 76% 81% 65% 74% 77% 70% 78% 82% 70% 79% 69%

Manufacturing 83% 89% 91% 82% 87% 89% 83% 88% 89% 83% 88% 81%

Wholesale Trade 81% 88% 90% 81% 86% 88% 80% 86% 89% 83% 88% 83%

Retail Trade 78% 85% 88% 78% 84% 87% 80% 86% 89% 80% 86% 83%

Transportation and Warehousing 87% 92% 93% 86% 90% 92% 85% 90% 92% 85% 90% 84%

Information 89% 94% 95% 89% 93% 93% 88% 90% 94% 91% 95% 89%

Finance and Insurance 88% 91% 94% 85% 89% 91% 89% 92% 94% 90% 92% 88%

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 74% 82% 85% 76% 83% 85% 74% 81% 85% 76% 82% 74%

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 75% 82% 85% 73% 79% 83% 77% 84% 86% 78% 83% 78%

Management of Companies and Enterprises 96% 98% 98% 85% 88% 91% 78% 86% 82% 89% 91% 81%

Admin., Support, Waste Mgt, Remediation Services 68% 78% 82% 67% 76% 79% 69% 78% 82% 68% 77% 67%

Educational Services 88% 91% 92% 87% 90% 91% 89% 92% 93% 87% 91% 89%

Health Care and Social Assistance 82% 88% 90% 82% 87% 88% 84% 89% 91% 84% 88% 83%

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 81% 88% 91% 77% 79% 81% 78% 85% 89% 79% 83% 73%

Accommodation and Food Services 76% 83% 87% 72% 79% 82% 80% 86% 85% 79% 83% 76%

Other Services (except Public Administration) 78% 84% 86% 77% 83% 86% 74% 81% 83% 78% 86% 77%

Public Administration 90% 93% 94% 89% 92% 93% 92% 94% 95% 92% 95% 94%
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Percent of Injured Workers Back at Work for 3 Consecutive Quarters by Employer Size,

1 to 3 Years Post-Injury

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note 1. The study population is a subset of 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits (TIBs).

Note 2. Percentage differences between injury years and milestones are statistically significant at the .001 level. 

Note 3. The third year of 2007, the second, and third years of 2008, and Injury year 2009 are excluded due to insufficient data.

Employer Size

Injury Year

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

3 Years 

Post-

injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

2 Years 

Post-

Injury

1 Year 

Post-

injury

1 to 4 employees 65% 75% 80% 70% 83% 76% 71% 79% 77% 77% 81% 76%

5-9 employees 71% 79% 83% 71% 82% 80% 73% 80% 81% 78% 85% 74%

10 to 49 employees 70% 79% 83% 74% 84% 85% 74% 81% 84% 76% 83% 73%

50 to 99 employees 72% 80% 84% 75% 84% 86% 76% 84% 86% 77% 84% 74%

100 to 499 employees 76% 83% 86% 77% 86% 88% 78% 85% 87% 80% 85% 78%

500 or more employees 82% 88% 90% 83% 90% 91% 84% 89% 91% 84% 89% 84%

Sustained Return-to-Work (continued)
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For Injured Workers in the Texas Worker’s Compensation 

System

As of December 2009
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Median Quarterly Wage Data (Pre-/Post-Injury) for Injured Workers Receiving TIBs, for Injury 

Years 2004-2008

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note: For the marks on the X-axis, Pre injury quarter means the quarter before the injury quarter, 

Post 1 means the first quarter after injury, and Post 2 means the second quarter after the injury quarter.

Wage Comparison – For Injury Years 2004 to 2008
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Wage Comparison – For Injury Years 2004 to 2008

Data used to create Median Quarterly Wages (Pre-/Post-Injury) for Injured Workers Receiving 

TIBs Injury Years 2004 – 2008 Graphic

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note: For the marks on the X-axis, Pre injury quarter means the quarter before the injury quarter, 

Post 1 means the first quarter after injury, and Post 2 means the second quarter after the injury quarter.

Injury 

Year

Pre-inj. 

Wage

Injury 

QTR Post 1 Post 2 Post 3 Post 4 Post 5 Post 6 Post 7 Post 8 Post 9 Post 10 Post 11 Post 12

2004 $6,271 $5,208 $4,595 $5,634 $6,129 $6,413 $6,729 $6,904 $7,012 $7,108 $7,268 $7,410 $7,500 $7,615

2005 $6,573 $5,397 $4,945 $6,111 $6,529 $6,880 $7,094 $7,203 $7,363 $7,486 $7,632 $7,760 $7,847 $7,927

2006 $6,800 $5,619 $5,180 $6,298 $6,836 $7,094 $7,319 $7,500 $7,667 $7,740 $7,636 $7,572 $7,530 $7,477

2007 $7,071 $5,855 $5,361 $6,510 $7,030 $7,264 $7,261 $7,193 $7,212 $7,098

2008 $7,027 $6,041 $5,607 $6,579 $6,862 $6,795
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Median Quarterly Wages (Pre-/Post-Injury) 

for Injured Workers Receiving IIBs, Injury Years 2004-2008

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note: For the marks on the X-axis, Pre injury quarter means the quarter before the injury quarter, 

Post 1 means the first quarter after injury, and Post 2 means the second quarter after the injury quarter.

Wage Comparison – For Injury Years 2004 to 2008
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Wage Comparison – For Injury Years 2004 to 2008

Data used to create Median Quarterly Wages (Pre-/Post-Injury) for Injured Workers Receiving 

IIBs Injury Years 2004 – 2008 Graphic

Injury 

Year

Pre-

injury 

Wage

Injury 

QTR Post 1 Post 2 Post 3 Post 4 Post 5 Post 6 Post 7 Post 8 Post 9 Post 10 Post 11 Post 12

2004 $5,964 $5,256 $4,011 $5,280 $6,057 $6,488 $6,848 $6,978 $7,115 $7,164 $7,316 $7,448 $7,519 $7,640

2005 $6,473 $5,385 $4,379 $5,774 $6,442 $6,920 $7,229 $7,313 $7,536 $7,597 $7,698 $7,857 $7,930 $8,047

2006 $6,720 $5,621 $4,543 $5,884 $6,716 $7,112 $7,430 $7,623 $7,864 $7,826 $7,851 $7,837 $7,784 $7,631

2007 $7,036 $5,912 $4,649 $6,076 $6,889 $7,279 $7,610 $7,635 $7,669 $7,532

2008 $7,939 $6,359 $4,926 $6,177 $6,888 $7,088

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note: For the marks on the X-axis, Pre injury quarter means the quarter before the injury quarter, 

Post 1 means the first quarter after injury, and Post 2 means the second quarter after the injury quarter.
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Wage Comparison – For Injury Years 2004 to 2007

Median Quarterly Wages (Pre-/Post-Injury) 

for Injured Workers Receiving SIBs, Injury Years 2004-2007

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note 1: SIBs injury years are combined due to low numbers of injured workers.

Note 2: For the marks on the X-axis, Pre injury quarter means the quarter before the injury quarter, 

Post 1 means the first quarter after injury, and Post 2 means the second quarter after the injury quarter.

Wage QTR Wage

Pre-injury Wage $6,653

Injury QTR $4,945

Post 1 $1,967

Post 2 $2,988

Post 3 $3,089

Post 4 $3,683

Post 5 $3,388

Post 6 $3,319

Post 7 $3,359

Post 8 $3,325

Post 9 $3,186

Post 10 $3,584

Post 11 $3,938

Post 12 $3,085



30

For Injured Workers in the Texas Workers’ Compensation 

System

As of December 2009



31

Days Off Work (Continued)

Median Days Off Work of Injured Workers Who Return-to-Work by Injury Year, 

Injury Years 2004-2008

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010.

Note 1. The study population is a subset of 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income 

benefits.
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Days Off Work (continued)

Median Days Off Work for Injured Workers Who Return-to-Work by Industry 

and Injury Year, Injury Years 2004-2008

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010. 

Note . The study population includes 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2008 who also received temporary income benefits.

Two-digit NAICS Code 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, and Hunting 28 21 24 27.5 24

Mining 21 20 20.25 19 18

Utilities 18 19 18 18 20.5

Construction 26 21 23 22 20

Manufacturing 21 21 21 21 20.5

Wholesale Trade 21 21 21 20 19

Retail Trade 23 20.5 19.5 20 19

Transportation and Warehousing 20 19.5 18.5 19 19

Information 19 18 21 21 18

Finance and Insurance 25 25 24.5 18.5 20.5

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 22 21 19 23 20

Professional, Scientific, and Tech. Services 21.5 21.5 21 21 21

Management of Companies and Enterprises 20 32 28 21.5 19

Admin., Support, Waste Mgt, Remed. Svces. 29 24 25 23 21

Educational Services 21 21 21 19.75 20.5

Health Care and Social Assistance 21 21 21 21 21

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 22 21 21 26.5 17

Accommodation and Food Services 21.5 21 21 22 21

Other Services (except Public Admin.) 22 22 26 26 20.25

Public Administration 19 19 17.5 18 19
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Median Days Off Work for Injured Workers Who Return-to-Work by Injury Type and Injury Year, 

Injury Years 2004-2008

Days Off Work (continued)

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010. 

Note . The study population includes 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits.

Injury Type 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Ankle/Foot Soft Tissue 21 21 20 20 19

Hand/Wrist Nerve Comp. 32 26.5 23 41 30

Hand/Wrist Superficial 18 19 17 18 16

Hand/Wrist Soft Tissue 28 25 23 22 22

KNEE Int. Derangement 26 21 22 22 22

Low Back Nerve Compression 30 26 24.5 22 20

Low Back Soft Tissue 21 21 20.5 20 19.5

Multiple Soft Tissue 22 20 22 20 19

NECK Soft Tissue 22.5 21 21.75 21 20

Other 24 21 21 21 21

Shoulder Soft Tissue 22 22 21.5 22 21

Unknown 19.5 19.5 19.5 18 17
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Days Off Work (continued)

Median Days Off Work for Injured Workers Who Return-to-Work by Region and Injury Year, 

Injury Years 2004-2008

Region 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

North 27 24 23 24 22

Central 24 22 22 21.5 21

East 27 25 23 23 22

South 25 23 22 22 21

West 28 26 28 26 22

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010. 

Note. The study population includes 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits.
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Days Off Work (continued)

Median Days Off Work for Injured Workers Who Return-to-Work by Age and Injury Year, Injury 

Years 2004-2008

Age 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

16 to 29 28 25 22 22 21

30 to 39 25 22 22 22 21

40 to 49 25 23 23 23 21

50 to 59 23 22 22 22 21

60 to 64 22 21.5 21.5 21.75 21

65 and above 27 26 24 22 22

Source: Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Research and Evaluation Group, 2010. 

Note. The study population includes 290,486 workers injured in 2004-2009 who also received temporary income benefits.


