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Email: manager@pureresolutions.com 
 

 
 

NOTICE OF INDEPENDENT REVIEW DECISION 
 
 
 
 
DATE OF REVIEW: 
Apr/16/2009 

 

 
 
IRO CASE #: 

 
DESCRIPTION OF THE SERVICE OR SERVICES IN DISPUTE: 
complete BRCA 1 and BRCA 2 gene sequence analysis for susceptibility to breat and ovarian 
cancer 

 

 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR EACH PHYSICIAN OR OTHER HEALTH CARE 
PROVIDER WHO REVIEWED THE DECISION: 
A practicing physicain board certified in internal medicine, medical oncology, and 
hematology. 

 
REVIEW OUTCOME: 

 
Upon independent review, the reviewer finds that the previous adverse 
determination/adverse determinations should be: 

 
[  ] Upheld (Agree) 

 
[ X ] Overturned (Disagree) 

 
[  ] Partially Overturned (Agree in part/Disagree in part) 

 
INFORMATION PROVIDED TO THE IRO FOR REVIEW 

 

 
 
PATIENT CLINICAL HISTORY SUMMARY 
The patient was a woman who was diagnosed with breast cancer. Her family history was 
pertinent in that her paternal great grandmother was diagnosed with ovarian cancer and 
paternal great aunt with breast cancer. 

 
ANALYSIS AND EXPLANATION OF THE DECISION INCLUDING CLINICAL BASIS, FINDINGS 

mailto:manager@pureresolutions.com


AND CONCLUSIONS USED TO SUPPORT THE DECISION 
xxxx xxxx xxxx xxxx on BRCA testing states that it is medically necessary in a woman at any 
age with two or more close blood relatives on the same side of the family with breast cancer 
or ovarian cancer diagnosed at any age. The document later defines “close” as first-, 
second- or third-degree relatives. The great grandmother and great aunt qualify as 
such. This may be reviewed at xxxxx 

 
This policy is based on and closely follows NCCN clinical practice guidelines. This is located 
at www.nccn.org. The request is medically necessary. 

 
A DESCRIPTION AND THE SOURCE OF THE SCREENING CRITERIA OR OTHER CLINICAL 
BASIS USED TO MAKE THE DECISION 

 
[  ] ACOEM-AMERICA COLLEGE OF OCCUPATIONAL & ENVIRONMENTAL MEDICINE UM 
KNOWLEDGEBASE 

 
[  ] AHCPR-AGENCY FOR HEALTHCARE RESEARCH & QUALITY GUIDELINES 

 
[  ] DWC-DIVISION OF WORKERS COMPENSATION POLICIES OR GUIDELINES 

 
[  ] EUROPEAN GUIDELINES FOR MANAGEMENT OF CHRONIC LOW BACK PAIN 

[  ] INTERQUAL CRITERIA 

[ X ] MEDICAL JUDGEMENT, CLINICAL EXPERIENCE AND EXPERTISE IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
ACCEPTED MEDICAL STANDARDS 

 
[  ] MERCY CENTER CONSENSUS CONFERENCE GUIDELINES 

[  ] MILLIMAN CARE GUIDELINES 

[  ] ODG-OFFICIAL DISABILITY GUIDELINES & TREATMENT GUIDELINES 

[  ] PRESSLEY REED, THE MEDICAL DISABILITY ADVISOR 

[  ] TEXAS GUIDELINES FOR CHIROPRACTIC QUALITY ASSURANCE & PRACTICE 
PARAMETERS 

 
[  ] TEXAS TACADA GUIDELINES 

 
[  ] TMF SCREENING CRITERIA MANUAL 

 
[ X ] PEER ERVIEWED NATIONALLY ACCEPTED MEDICAL LITERATURE (PROVIDE A 
DESCRIPTION) 

• see above 
 
[  ] OTHER EVIDENCE BASED, SCIENTIFICALLY VALID, OUTCOME FOCUSED GUIDELINES 
(PROVIDE A DESCRIPTION) 

http://www.aetna.com/
http://www.nccn.org/
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