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NFIRS 1 - Basic Module
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NFIRS 1 - Basic Module

The Basic Module is required for every type of 

incident to which a department responds.

When you see a star         the field is required.

Non-fire incidents only require the Basic Module, 

with additional modules an option.
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A - Header Information 

Contains the information that uniquely 

identifies the incident. 

(FDID, state, incident date, number, and 

exposure)

Provides option to report a change, deletion, 

or no activity.
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A - Header Information 

FDID - A unique five-character identifier assigned 

by the State to identify a particular fire 

department within the State. 

Incident Number - The incident number is a 

unique number assigned by the fire department 

for each incident. Should be all numeric.



A - Header Information 

Exposure – If the incident is not a fire, the exposure 

should always be 000.

Exposure - An incident may have multiple fire 

exposures - the exposure number indicates how 

many there were for a given fire.

000 is for the original fire

001 would mean one exposure - a separate            

report is completed for each exposure 

associated with an incident. 
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A - Header Information 

Delete/Change/No Activity - These boxes indicate 

whether previously provided information is to be 

changed or deleted or to report that no activity 

occurred during a reporting period.

When filling out the Basic Module for a new 

incident, leave the Delete/Change/No Activity 

boxes blank.
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A - Header Information 

No Activity - When you don’t have any incidents 

for a month, create a No Activity report.

Complete the header information using the last 

day of the month for the Date, Incident Number 

0000000, Exposure Number 000 and check the 

No Activity box.
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B - Location 

Identifies specific location of the incident.

Checkbox used to indicate whether Wildland

Module and an “Alternate Location” is 

provided.

Accepts GIS Compatible Format.
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B - Location 

Location - Vicinity information (in front of, rear of, 

adjacent to) can help to define the exact location.

Location - If the Wildland Module is used in lieu of 

the Fire Module, you can check the box Alternate 

Location Specification and fill out  section B of 

the Wildland Module instead of the Location Type 

in the Basic Module.
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C - Incident Type 

Fire takes precedence over all other incident types 

(if multiple situations exist at the same incident).

The incident type may not always be what you are 

called out to but what you find when you arrive. 

The type of incident helps determine additional 

modules required.

Identifies the single 

most significant 

situation found.

Handbook page 3-22
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D - Aid Given or Received 

When aid is given, complete the section that includes  

the receiving department’s FDID number, state, and 

their incident number, if available.

Selecting 5-Other aid given, means that you responded 

to an incident outside of your jurisdiction that does 

not have a Fire Department.  You are responsible for 

completing all applicable modules. 

This section is intended to link 

data records between giving 

and receiving departments.
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D - Aid Given or Received 

Receiving Department - Complete the Basic Module 

and all other applicable modules. 

Aid Given Department - Complete the Basic Module to 

indicate what your department did at the incident.

Complete a Fire Service Casualty Module for any of 

your own department members that were injured or 

killed at the incident.
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E1 - Dates & Times

Collects date and time of alarm, arrival, 

controlled, and last unit cleared.

Hours and minutes are recorded in 24 hour time.

Midnight is 0000.
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E1 - Dates & Times

Arrival Time is required unless Incident Type is 

cancelled en-route.

Controlled Time is optional unless it is a Wildland

Fire.

Last Unit Cleared is required except for Wildland

Fires.
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E2 - Shift and Alarms

Local Option - Identifies the 

on-duty shift or platoon; 

the number of alarms 

transmitted for the 

incident; and the district 

number
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E3 – Special Studies

Local Option - Temporary 

data elements that can be 

used for collection of 

information that is of 

special interest for a 

defined period. 
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F - Actions Taken 

Records the three most 

significant actions 

performed on the 

incident scene by 

responding personnel.

Handbook page 3-38
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F - Actions Taken 

The action taken for an 

incident type of 

'canceled enroute' 

should be '93 Canceled 

enroute

Handbook page 3-38
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G1 – Resources 

Collects the total number of 

personnel and apparatus, 

by type that responded to 

the incident.

This information will be automatically calculated 

if using the apparatus or personnel module in an 

automated system.
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G1 – Resources 

Check the top box and skip 

this block if an Apparatus or 

Personnel Module is included.

Check the bottom box only if 

you received aid from another 

department and included them 

in the counts.
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G2 - Dollar Losses & Values

Provides an estimate 

of the total dollar loss 

and the pre-incident 

value of the property 

and contents.

This is required for all fires if known and 

optional for non-fires.
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H1 - Casualties

Identifies the number of 

deaths or injuries as a 

result of the incident.

The Civilian category includes citizens and 

non-fire-service emergency responders 

injured or killed only as a result of fire.
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H1 - Casualties

Fire Service casualties 

should include fire and 

non-fire incidents.

In mutual aid situations, receiving departments 

account for the civilian casualties and only Fire 

Service casualties from their  department. 

Aid given departments account for their own Fire 

Service casualties.
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H2 - Detector

Identifies the presence 

of detectors at the time 

of the incident and 

whether they alerted the 

occupants.

Required for all confined fires.
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H3 - Hazardous Materials 

Release

Documents the 

occurrence of a 

hazardous materials 

release at the incident.

Complete whenever hazardous materials are 

involved – regardless of the incident type.

If spill is greater then 55 gallons, please fill out the 

HazMat module.
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I - Mixed Use Property

Captures data on the overall 

use of the structures on a 

property.

If a structure has two or 

more property uses, or

If a property has two or 

more structures with 

different uses.
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J - Property Use 

The specific use of the property where the 

incident occurred. Additional codes available.
Handbook page 3-49
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K1 - Person/Entity Involved

Collects the name and contact information for 

persons or entities (businesses, companies) 

involved in the incident or related to the 

property.
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K1 - Person/Entity Involved

If more than one person is involved, check the box on 

the bottom and fill out the Supplemental Forms 

(NFIRS-1S) as necessary.
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K2 - Owner

Collects the name and contact information 

for the person or entity that owns the 

property where the incident occurred.
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K2 - Owner

If the person/entity involved and the owner are the 

same, check the Same as Person Involved box and 

it is not necessary to complete the rest of the fields.
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L - Remarks

Provides for a 

narrative description of 

the incident. Can serve 

to provide additional 

details and incident 

documentation for 

future reference.

Includes an instructional box intended to 

provide guidance for what modules need to be 

completed based on the Incident Type used.

Check the box that applies and then complete the 

additional Fire mod. based on Incident Type as follows: 

Fire Module Required? 

Buildings 111 

Special structure 112 

Confined 113-118 

Mobile Property 120-123 

Vehicle 130-138 

Vegetation 140-143 

Special outside fire 161-164 

Complete Fire & Structure 

Complete Fire Mod. & the I 

block on Structure Module 

Complete Fire Module 

Complete Fire Module 

Complete Fire Module 

Complete Fire or Wildland 

Complete Fire Module 



Additional Modules
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Depending on 

your type of 

incident, 

additional 

modules may 

need to be filled 

out.
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M - Authorization

Collects the name and identifying information 

for the Officer in Charge of the incident and the 

member completing the incident report.

A box can be marked if the Officer in Charge is 

the same as the person making the report.


