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This appeal arises pursuant to the Texas Workers' Compensation Act, TEX. LAB.
CODE ANN. § 401.001 et seq. (1989 Act). A contested case hearing was held on April
30, 2004. The hearing officer resolved the disputed issues by determining that the
appellant (claimant) did not sustain a compensable repetitive trauma injury; that the
claimant timely reported the claimed injury to her employer; and that the claimant is not
barred from pursuing workers’ compensation benefits because of an election to receive
benefits under a group health insurance policy. The claimant appeals the adverse
compensability determination. The appeal file contains no response from the
respondent (self-insured).

DECISION

A timely appeal not having been filed, the decision and order of the hearing
officer have become final pursuant to Section 410.169.

Records of the Texas Workers' Compensation Commission reflect that the
hearing officer's decision was mailed to the claimant on May 5, 2004. Pursuant to
Section 410.202(a), for an appeal to be considered timely, it must be filed or mailed
within 15 days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays listed in Section 662.003 of
the Texas Government Code, of the date of receipt of the hearing officer's decision.
Applying Tex. W.C. Comm'n, 28 TEX. ADMIN. CODE § 102.5(d) (Rule 102.5(d)) and
Section 410.202, the claimant was deemed to have received the hearing officer's
decision on May 10, 2004, and the deadline for the claimant to file an appeal was June
1, 2004. The envelope containing the claimant's appeal reflects that it was mailed on
June 2, 2004.

Because the claimant's appeal was not timely filed, the hearing officer's decision
and order have become final pursuant to Section 410.169 and Rule 142.16(f).

' The claimant states in her appeal that she received the hearing officer’s decision on May 10, 2004.
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The true corporate name of the insurance carrier is STATE OFFICE OF RISK
MANAGEMENT (a self-insured governmental entity) and the name and address of
its registered agent for service of process is:

For service in person the address is:

RON JOSSELET, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
STATE OFFICE OF RISK MANAGEMENT
300 W. 15TH STREET
WILLIAM P. CLEMENTS, JR. STATE OFFICE BUILDING, 6TH FLOOR
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701.

For service by mail the address is:

RON JOSSELET, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
THE STATE OFFICE OF RISK MANAGEMENT
P.O. BOX 13777
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-3777.

Chris Cowan
Appeals Judge

CONCUR:

Robert W. Potts
Appeals Judge

Margaret L. Turner
Appeals Judge
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