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Designated Doctor Second
Informal Rule Proposal 

Goals: 
• Increase physician participation. 
• Maintain doctor of chiropractic participation. 
• Decrease administrative burden for participation 

in the program. 
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Designated Doctor Second
Informal Rule Proposal 

DWC posted a second informal draft of 
Chapters 127 and 180.23 on June 2, 2022. 

A side-by-side comparison of the current rule 
language and language changed or added in 

second informal proposal is highlighted in green. 
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Informal Rule Proposal 

Certification Training and Testing 
Requirements Issues 

• Travel and expense to attend required 
training 
• Testing requirement frequency, required by 

rule 
• Complexity and length of test 
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Designated Doctor Second
Informal Rule Proposal 

DD Qualifications: 
Lack of board-certified DDs to examine injured 
employees with traumatic brain injury (TBI). 

• About 1,000 exams a year for 13 doctors. 
• Board-certified doctor available for TBI exams less 

than 75% of the time. 
• Second informal proposal retains amended language 

to allow all physician board specialists to examine TBI. 
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Designated Doctor Second
Informal Rule Proposal 

DD Qualifications - Injured employees 
with TBI 
• In 2022, approximately 25% percent of injured 

employees with a TBI were examined by a physician
DD without a board specialty in the current rule. The 
majority were injured employees with concussions. 
• Assessments often involve referral of the injured 

employee for psychological testing and evaluation. 
• DDs also refer out to other physicians with more

routine experience with TBI patients. 

6 

 



Designated Doctor Second
Informal Rule Proposal 

New Proposed Change to DD Qualifications – 
Multiple Fractures 

Current 
• Board certification required in: 

• emergency medicine, orthopaedic surgery, plastic surgery, 
physical medicine and rehabilitation, or occupational medicine 

• To evaluate: 
• multiple fractures, joint dislocation, and pelvis or hip fracture 
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Designated Doctor Second
Informal Rule Proposal 

New Proposed Change to DD Qualifications – 
Fractures with vascular injury 

Proposed 
• Board certification required in: 

• No change in board certifications 
• To evaluate: 

• Fracture with vascular injury, joint dislocation, and pelvis or 
multiple rib fracture 
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Designated Doctor Second
Informal Rule Proposal 

New Proposed Change to DD Qualifications – 
Conforming change to qualifications for 
evaluating spinal cord injures 

Proposed 
• Board certification required in: 

• No change in board certifications 
• To evaluate: 

• spinal cord injuries and diagnoses, a spinal fracture with 
documented neurological injury or vascular injury, more 
than one spinal fracture, or cauda equina syndrome 
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Designated Doctor Second
Informal Rule Proposal 

Discontinue the DWC Form-068, DD Examination Data 
Report. 

• Commentors liked the convenience and clarity of 
finding answers in one place. 

• To address the concern, DWC is proposing a template
for the DD report. 
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DD Report
Template Part 1

First Page 
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DD Report
Template Part 1

Second Page 
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DD Report
Template Part 2

Additional 
Testing 
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DD Report
Template Part 2

MMI 
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DD Report
Template Part 2

IR 
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DD Report
Template Part 2
Extent of Injury 
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DD Report
Template Part 2
Extent of Injury 
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Informal Rule Proposal 

Remove the requirement for multiple certifications of 
MMI and IR when exam addresses MMI, IR, and extent in 
a single examination. 

Most reports with multiple certifications are not used at 
a benefit review conference (BRC) or CCH because: 

o a BRC or CCH was never held; or 
o a Presiding Officer's Directive (POD) issued to 

obtain certification. 
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Designated Doctor Second
Informal Rule Proposal 

Remove the requirement for multiple certifications of 
MMI and IR when exam addresses MMI, IR, and extent in 
a single examination. 

• Potential process for requesting multiple 
certifications of MMI and IR from a DD 

• Provide more precise certifications earlier in the 
dispute resolution process, based on the specific 
conditions and body parts each party wants rated 
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Other questions? 
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Designated Doctor Second
Informal Rule Proposal 

Draft text and report template: 
www.tdi.texas.gov/wc/rules/drafts.html 

Comment period closes: 
Thursday, June 23, 2022 

Send comments to: 
RuleComments@tdi.texas.gov 
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