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Designated Doctor Program
Topics discussed in October and addressed in 
informal drafts of Chapter 127 and Section 

180.23 rules:
• Simplifying testing requirements.
• DWC directing multiple certifications of MMI 

and IR.
• Discontinuing the DWC Form-068.
• Clarifying network affiliation requirements for 

referral doctors.
• Adding board specialties for TBI exams.
• Restructuring rules for readability.
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Designated Doctor Program

Please send written comments on 
Chapter 127 and Section 180.23 

informal proposals by 
5:00 p.m. Monday, April 4, 2022
RuleComments@tdi.texas.gov

mailto:Rulecomments@tdi.texas.gov
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Designated Doctor Program

Topics for discussion today related to 
Chapter 133 and 134 rules

• Facilitate timely, accurate billing and 
reimbursement.

• Decrease reimbursement conflicts and 
medical fee disputes.

• Set fees that recognize work required.
• Apply annual fee update methodology. 
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Designated Doctor Program

Bill submission and processing
Decrease complexity of billing.

• Use of modifiers.
• Multiple combination options.
• Exam types.
• Clarify billing requirements.
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Designated Doctor Program

Bill submission and processing

Decrease medical fee disputes by linking referral 
and testing billing to the exam order.
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Designated Doctor Program

Reimbursement rates

Set fees that recognize work required.

Current fee structure does not factor in:
• diagnosis or injury severity of employee; 
• specialist qualifications required; or
• work needed for specific report types.
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Designated Doctor Program
Reimbursement rates

• Separate fees?
• Record review
• MMI vs. not at MMI
• Impairment rating
• Narrative reports

• Update fees to reflect current market and 
DWC standards.
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Designated Doctor Program

Reimbursement rates

Apply annual fee update methodology 
• Consider update to methodology in 

Section 134.203.
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Designated Doctor Program

Other issues or opportunities for 
improvement?
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Designated Doctor Program

For more information, send an email to:

DWCExternalRelations@tdi.texas.gov

mailto:DWCExternalRelations@tdi.texas.gov
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Designated Doctor Program

Next Steps

DWC to informally propose 
updates to Chapters 133 and 134.
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